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EDITORIAL COMMENT

PROGRESS REPORT OF THE NEW ERA IN THE
ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES OF THE NIGERIAN
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, EDO STATE BRANCH.

Caroline E. Omoti. FMC(Path)
Professor of Haematology
Editor

We give thanks to the Almighty God for bringing
this dream to reality and the opportunity to
continue this journal in a sustainable form
despite all the challenges particularly, the recent
the Medical
Association. As stated in the inaugural issue, the

developments in Nigerian
idea for this journal started a few years ago,
when the then Chairman of the Nigerian Medical
Association, Edo state, Dr Philip I. Ugbodaga at
the AGM to approve the creation of a new
journal. | therefore wish to play glowing tribute
to his visionary leadership at the time. Very
unfortunately, the journal did not see the light
of day due to a combination of factors, most
notably the avoidable crisis that engulfed the
association which became compounded by the
lack of a legal framework and paucity of funds
for an immediate take-off. By a twist of fate,
Prof Afekhide E. Omoti was elected as the
Chairman of the Nigerian Medical Association,
Edo state. He was able to establish a legal
the editorial board and then

published the first issue of the journal. Efforts to

framework,

amend the Edo NMA rules and regulations to
include a legal framework for this journal was
initially opposed by certain individuals, but
finally, the Edo NMA rules and Regulations was
eventually amended in July 2006 at the Annual
General meeting of the association. Finally, we
are here. The dream has now come to reality.
Following the successful launch of the inaugural
edition by the Edo State Governor and the
Honourable Minister of State for Health in June,
2016, we have published the second issue and

now we have published the first issue of the
second volume.

The aim of this journal is to promote the culture
of research and publication primarily among
medical doctors in Edo State of Nigeria, but also
advance research among doctors and health
scientists in the tropics and worldwide. The
vision we have for this new journal of the Edo
NMA which we have titled, “Annals of Medical
and Surgical Practice” is to become a leading
scientific peer-reviewed journal in Africa and in
the
innovations and discoveries that will positively

world, publishing ground breaking
advance the field of health care. The journal will
become visible internationally and the editorial
board will work to get it indexed in the earliest

possible time.

The inaugural issue included 14 publications
from various fields of medicine and dentistry

including  Surgery, = Medicine-Dermatology,
Ophthalmology, Preventive Medicine,
Haematology, Forensic Anthropology,

Makxillofacial Surgery and Dentistry. The authors
included some of the top professionals in their
various fields of specialization as well as
upcoming specialists. The second issue similarly
contained nine publications from various fields
in medicine. Volume 2, issue number 1 is made
up of 8 publications, all original articles in
various fields of medicine. We hope to continue
to expand the scope of the publications and
allied health
professionals to seize this opportunity to publish

encourage all doctors and

their work in this journal.
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